
REFERENCE USA 
NAVIGATING THROUGH THE SITE 

HTTP://WWW.THEREFERENCEGROUP.COM 

LOGIN THROUGH THE LIBRARY WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD NUMBER 

The first step to get a library card and login into Reference USA online.  

a. Go to http://houstonlibrary.org.
b. Click on the “Research” tab (blue tab at top of page).
c. Click on “Alphabetical List” under “Search Online Database”.
d. Click on “R” and scroll down to “Reference USA”.

Next, click on “Start Search” to the right of the U.S. Businesses category. 

DEFINE YOUR SEARCH CRITERIA 

The next step is to define your search criteria and enter it into the “Advanced Search” form. Click 
on the “Advanced Search” tab. Be sure that under the “Record Type” category, only “Verified 
Business” is checked. For this example, I chose to search for Civil Engineering companies by 
“Keyword” and by “Metro Area”, in this example, Houston, TX. When I enter “Civil Engineering” 
in the search field, it generated a list of possible industry matches and from that list, I chose 



“871110 ENGINEERS-CIVIL”. I then scrolled down to the Metro Area section and chose 
“Houston, TX”. Finally, I clicked the green “View Results” button on the right side. 



SEARCH RESULTS 

Now I have a list of 156 companies, their address, phone number, and an executive name. 



I click on the second company and it takes me to the company profile page with additional 
details. As I scroll down, I can see a variety of valuable information, such as: Location 
Information, Job Listings, Industry Profile, Business Profile, Directions, Business Demographics, 
Management Directory, and others. The Management directory gives me valuable information 
including names and titles of management within the company. From here, I would go to 
LinkedIn and search for these people, connect and perhaps message them, as well as start 
following the company. I would do this for each company I think could be a prospective future 
employer. 

CONCLUSION 

There are a variety of ways to utilize Reference USA. There are many different strategies and 
ways to go about searching and using the information. This is just one example. The best thing 
is to explore it and find out what works best for you in your individual job search.


